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This post was originally published in November 2016. It is appropriate
to read this month as the United States observes Veterans Day.
On November 11, 1918, the world celebrated the Treaty of Versailles. This treaty
signaled the end of World War 1, a war in which “civilized” Westerners had remained in trench warfare firing guns at one another for four solid years.
Soon after, the United States instituted a national holiday—Armistice Day—to remember the sacrifices of our WW1 soldiers. In 1954, Congress changed the holiday’s name to Veterans Day so that Americans could remember the sacrifices of all
our soldiers.
In a moment, I will mention eight things Christians can do to honor and minister
to Veterans. But before I do so, I want to mention two moments in my life that
caused me to appreciate our veterans in a way I would not otherwise.
The first moment occurred when I was in my early twenties working as a journalist, and was able to feature my grandfather—Col. John T. Ashford, Jr.—in the Sunday edition of the paper. Grandfather was a WWII bomber pilot and had flown 25
combat missions and been shot down over the European theater. As we interviewed, he stopped several times to mention friends of his who were shot down or
otherwise killed during the war.
The second moment occurred last week, as I was preparing the “war and democracy” portion of my lecture notes for a course at The College at Southeastern. As I
wrote about the sacrifices made by so many of our nation’s veterans, I reflected on
what the United States would be like if they had not made those sacrifices. What
would it be like for Americans to live under the iron-clad and oppressive rule of
fascists such as Hitler or Mussolini?
Or, to switch the analogy, how would we like to live in certain Middle Eastern or
Central Asian nations where women are beaten for appearing in public with a man
who is not a relative? To live in Yemen, where citizens are kidnapped and tortured
because of their profession of faith in Christ? To live in Zimbabwe, where a totalitarian ruler has stolen everything from his people for decades on end?
These question are hypothetical for us because we, in fact, live in a nation that
provides us great freedom. And we have that freedom because the men and women in our armed forces secure it for us, at great cost to their families and sometimes sadly at the cost of their own life.
For this reason, it is not enough for us merely to remember veterans
and military personnel once a year on Veterans Day. It is incumbent
on us to minister to veterans and other military personnel. Here are
eight ways we can do so:

John 15: 12-13
12 My command is
this: Love each
other as I have
loved you.
13Greater love has
no one than this:
to lay down one’s
life for one’s
friends.

1. Thank them. Make it a point to find veterans, look them in the eye, and thank them from the bottom
of our hearts.
2. Support their spouses and families. If they are active personnel, find ways to support their spouses and families while they are deployed for months at a time.
3. Connect them with each other. Veterans understand veterans better than anybody else. Churches
are especially well poised to foster friendship and support networks within the local body, or among and
between local churches.
4. Know good medical professionals and counselors. Sometimes the most urgent thing for a veteran is to
be connected with caring medical professionals and trustworthy Christian counselors.
5. Find places for them to work and lead. Veterans have already served our nation, often at great cost to
themselves and their families. The least we can do is help them find good places to work and appropriate places to
lead; after all, they are uniquely gifted persons whose contributions can extend far beyond the military base or battlefield.
6. Volunteer at a veteran’s home or hospital. Usually, veterans homes and hospitals welcome volunteers
who are willing to visit veterans, listen to veterans and talk with them, and perhaps bring them gifts on holidays
such as Christmas, Easter, or Veterans Day.
7. Participate in fundraisers for veterans and their families. Wounded warriors and other veterans find
themselves financially disadvantaged. As Christians, we can show love to them by organizing and participating in
community fundraisers on their behalf. This type of tangible display of love can change their lives for the better
and, for those who are unbelievers, perhaps open their hearts to Jesus.
8. Be a good citizen. One good way to disrespect a veteran is to disrespect the nation on whose behalf they fight
or have fought. Conversely, one good way to honor a veteran is to be a good citizen by voting during elections,
fighting for justice, and praying for our nation.
At one point during my interview with Grandfather, as he recounted being shot down while flying anti-sub patrol
over the Bay of Biscay, we had to stop for a moment so he could regain his composure. He called my attention back
to some of his good friends who were killed during the war, and reminded me that it wasn’t his own skill that made
him safe during combat: “It was the Lord looking after me. For some reason, he spared me.”

The Lord spared my grandfather and gave him many years and a good life after the war. May we, as Christian
Americans, do everything we can to minister to veterans in the hopes that they will have many years and a good life
during and after their service.
Bruce Ashford is Provost and Professor of Theology and Culture at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary and the
co-author of One Nation Under God: A Christian Hope for American Politics, the author of Every Square Inch: An Intro-

FBCPC COMMITTEE CORNER
Property Report
The property committee is continuing to meet monthly. We are waiting until we get closer to the next phase
of opening to take care of several indoor concerns. In the near future the parking lot will be resealed and a
Cemetery cleanup will be scheduled.

Stewardship & Finance Report
The bookkeeper delivered a report to the stewardship and finance committee. It was decided to assist the
Harnett Food Pantry and a personal need with our benevolences. Next month we will hold our annual budget
planning meeting.

Transitional Pastor Search Committee
Our Transitional Pastor search is currently posted to the job board on the ECO website. Please be in prayer

as we search for the pastor that God already has planned for us.

Christian Education
Mrs. Debbie misses her time with her Sunday School kids! She continues to work diligently each week to
prepare bags for them with their Sunday School lessons and other goodies. The Adult Class continues to
study their provided Sunday School lesson from home.

Congregational Meeting
There will be a brief meeting on Sunday, November 29, immediately
following Worship service, for the purpose of electing elders for the
class of 2022 and 2023 and to elect Congregation-at-Large representatives for next year’s officer nominating committee.

Worship & Music
We are still worshipping in the sanctuary with social distancing and wearing of masks . Those who do not
feel comfortable worshipping in the sanctuary yet can park on church grounds and tune in 92.7 FM to listen
on their radios.
Adult choir practice—resumed on Oct. 29th.
Schedule of pastors through November 29:
November 1—Rev. Glen Hallead
November 8—Rev. Glen Hallead
November 15—Dr. Meredith Riedel
November 22—Rev. Glen Hallead
November 29—Dr. Meredith Riedel

World Communion Sunday was observed on October 4, with prepackaged elements used.
Homecoming Sunday recognized October 11; no meal following service this year due to pandemic.
Clergy Appreciation Month (October)—The 3 pastors in rotation are being honored with a gift of appreciation.
Reformation Sunday was on October 25.
Since our friendship pads have been pulled from the pews due to Covid, we will have some visitor cards
placed in the Narthex that can be completed & placed in the offering plates there. Pens to complete cards
can be taken home by the person completing cards. This will help track any visitors worshiping with us.
Decoration of sanctuary for Christmas (how much decorating, etc.) will be decided at the November session
meeting.

From your

Session and Staff
at Flat Branch Covenant
Presbyterian Church:

Fall Fun
On Saturday, October 24th, the young people of Flat Branch came together at the Picnic Pavillion for a safe
opportunity to celebrate Halloween. Each family was assigned a table and were supplied with pumpkins
and the implements needed to decorate them. A delicious lunch from Chick-fil-A was enjoyed and of course
plenty of candy too! During lunch, Melanie Underhill presented a spiritual lesson which lent the occasion a
special meaning. This much needed time of fellowship lead to a great afternoon. Everyone had a fun time
while participating in this safe “socially distanced” alternative to our annual Fall Fest / Trunk or Treat. The
Joy Club and the Youth of Flat Branch would like to express their THANKS to the following people: Carol
Bain, Karin and Lloyd Viox, Melanie & Donnie Underhill, Sara and Steven Praeger and the parents that attended and assisted. Their coordination and time is what made this activity successful.

2020 FALL FELLOWSHIP

Happy Birthday

Happy Anniversary

Donna Shepard Eason—11/1

Dan & Nichol MacKenzie—11/8

Donna Hadding—11/4

Bill & Kim Leach—11/13

Ronnie Bass—11/6

Garry & Tracy McArtan—11/24

Donnie Hamilton—11/6

Ronnie & Lisa Bass—11/26

Carol Bain—11/7

Bill Thomas—11/9
Luis Correa—11/10
McKenzie Adcock—11/12

Kristina Magyar—11/14
Amy Hendrick—11/17
Paul Dempster—11/19
Alex Howe—11/20
Pam Rucker—11/21

MEMORIALS

Cheryl Hamilton—11/22
Donnie Underhill—11/24

Peggy Hamilton—11/25
Heather Wilkins—11/25
Lacy Taylor—11/28

Meredith Taylor—11/28
Mary Lasater—11/30
**Belated Happy Birthday to
Erik Rhodes—10/4

Kay E. Butler
Reggie & Stella Akers
A.R.M. Landscaping
Jeff & Holly Autry
Betty Darroch
Andy & Addie McGarity
Betty Wilder
Maria P. Hasapis
Reggie & Carol Bain
Ronnie & Lisa Bass
Angus & Myrtle McArtan
Leon & Jean Brown
Fred & Frances McArtan
M. R. Bain Farms
John (Boe) McArtan
A.R.M. Landscaping
Tony & Wanda Brown
Betty Darroch
Jack & Debbie Hanks
Garry & Tracy McArtan
Betty Wilder

PRAYER REQUEST
Our Church Leaders and Our Church Family
Our Country (and Leaders) for many reason
Unspoken concerns
Tony Brown—Pancreatic & Liver Cancer and is currently undergoing treatments
Sean Campbell—recovery from a motorcycle accident
Bill Doyle—recovery from carotid artery surgery

Trish Carroll—recovery from lung surgery
Lisa Bass– back issues
Laurie Blanton– biopsy
Evelyn Beavers—under Hospice care

Carroll McDonald– having a pacemaker implanted
Donald and Sue Byrd—Donald with Alzheimer’s / Sue with heart issues
Luke Gomez– at UNC
Joe Keithley– surgery
Brittany Bass—expecting a baby in February 2021
Sara and Steven Praeger– recovery and treatment
David Rhodes– David is deployed to the horn of Africa
All that are battling Cancer.
Everyone battling Covid -19, the caregivers, and the families of those who lost loved one to this disease.
Those who are struggling financially, physically and mentally due to the shutdowns and life in general.
The ones suffering from natural disasters, and those working to help others.

The needs are many and these are the ones that we’re aware of at this time. Please feel free to contact us by the church phone, email or Facebook
should you have a specific request.

PRAISE REPORTS
Dawson Fux entered the world on October 22!

Operation Christmas Child
Important COVID-19 Updates

With all of the COVID constraints this year,
we are adding another option to packing a shoebox.
1. If you and your child wish to pack a shoebox, Crossroads Church in Lillington will once again be a drop off point for the shoeboxes. Shoebox dedication day will be on Sunday, November 15, 2020. We have the boxes available for your convenience.

2. You may give a donation to Samaritan’s Purse and they will do the shopping for you. A minimum of $25 per shoebox is recommended. If you give cash, place it in an envelope and mark it OCC. If you write a check, make it out to Samaritan’s Purse and
place it in an envelope.
You may place your envelope in the offering plate between now and November 15.

