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4 Ways to Approach the New Year with Jesus
By: Daniel Darling

And so it is that the calendar has (finally!) flipped and we have begun a brand new year. Last year,
2020—with its mix of joys and sorrows, goals met and goals missed, friendships gained and friendships lost—is behind us.
For many, New Year’s is just another holiday. For others, it’s a time of deep reflection, both on the
past year and on the one ahead. For followers of Jesus, New Year’s has no unique significance.
There’s no central biblical narrative informing our celebrations.
But this doesn’t mean Christians shouldn’t pause and reflect on the turning of the calendar. Moses
asked of the Lord, “Teach us to number our days, so we may get a heart of wisdom” (Ps.90:12).
Time—seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks, months, years—is a gift to us from a good God. To
wisely follow him, then, is to redeem our time (Eph. 5:16).
New Year’s can also remind us of the new birth. In a sense, each day with Jesus is a chance to turn
the page on an old way of life and embrace a new one. We are, after all, new creation people, and
we serve a King who renews us daily by the Holy Spirit.
Setting goals for a new year are an important sign that we’re intentional about glorifying God in
our callings—work and business, home and church, private and public witness. When we work
and plan, even in seemingly insignificant endeavors, we’re fulfilling the cultural mandate (Gen.
1:28). In this age, we’re blessed with an abundance of resources to help us to maximize our time:
digital tools, productivity experts, and inspirational blogs.
But before we write out our goals, we should begin in the heart. The temptation for Christians is to
make our plans and add a dollop of Jesus on top, rather than allowing him to form in us the desires
and motivations to do his work.
So whether or not we’re making concrete goals or more abstract ones, whether we’re writing down
resolutions or foregoing them altogether, here are four important steps we can take, as we peer into
2021, to draw closer to Christ.

1. Remember
The wise man of Ecclesiastes said, “Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near of which you will say, ‘I have no pleasure in
them’” (Eccl. 12:1). In January, the year is young and the opportunities seem fresh. So many productivity gurus preach a gospel of self-empowerment, but as gospel people, we know the fragility of
human life. We know every breath is a miracle, a gift given to us by our Creator.
I love the words of hymnwriter Thomas Obediah Chisholm (1866-1960):

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
In a cursed and tumultuous world, creation itself reminds of God’s great faithfulness. Every new
season is a testimony, a signpost, to grace. So the proper response to the past year, whether good or
bad, is not “I made it through” or “Look what I achieved.” It is “Thank you, Lord.”

“For I know the
plans I have for
you,” declares
the LORD,
“plans to prosper you and not
to harm you,
plans to give
you hope and a
future.”
Jeremiah 29:11

2. Repent
Our worship of God for his faithfulness and majesty, evidenced by the changing of seasons, should then lead us to repentance. His
goodness breaks us in fresh ways as our sin is exposed by the light of his glory. But this isn’t a morbidly introspective, navel-gazing
exercise. To repent is to rejoice. We claim the promise of 1 John 1:9 because we know our forgiveness has already been purchased
at the cross.
Beginning the new year with repentance is to draw closer to Jesus, to appropriate the fresh grace that is ours in him. This is why
confession always brings relief and joy. It is the gateway to greater intimacy with God.
How can we begin new plans and journeys in 2021 without first allowing his light to penetrate the darkness of our hearts and to
reveal areas in need of growth? How can we start hustling and working and dreaming without first renewing our joy in the One
who directs our steps?

3. Renew
New Year’s should also be a time of renewing old commitments, like marriage, family, and church. Before we begin grand plans to lose weight or develop a new skill—
good creational goals—let’s begin by renewing the core commitments we already
have.
Our most vital work is what we do within the walls of our homes—loving our spouses
and raising our children in an atmosphere of godliness and grace. We live out the
gospel best when we live it out in the daily rhythms of repentance and forgiveness
with loved ones. We must reject the lie that says success requires abandoning family
commitments.
We should also renew ourselves to the faithful body life of our local Bibletreasuring, gospel-preaching church. The local church is the locus of God’s mission in
the world, where we gather in community to declare Christ’s kingship each week,
and where we work out our salvation in fear and trembling (Phil. 2:12) with brothers
and sisters in Christ.
Commitments to marriage, family, and church don’t always look or feel significant.
But faithfulness in these core things over a long period is a radical, countercultural life. They form the habits of a disciple and
show the world what it looks like to be a Christian.

4. Rest
New Year’s should be a time to rest. First, we rest in the reality of our identity in Christ. We may have failed to meet our heady
goals in 2020. Jesus still loves us, despite our failures, unchecked boxes, and disappointment at the scale. The gospel tells us that
he loves us in the midst of these.
It’s not the voice of your Savior, but the whisper of the enemy that says you have less worth because you blew your resolutions. A
“more successful 2021” will not make Jesus love you any more. He’s the One, after all, who calls broken sinners and empowers
them for his mission. Failed apostles, former persecutors, recovering Pharisees—his body is full of them.
Second, we should plan to physically rest. We don’t often do this on New Year’s. We plan to work and hustle. But do we schedule
time to reflect and acknowledge our need for sleep and leisure? Rest isn’t a sign of laziness or weakness; it’s a sign of spiritual
strength and confidence that when we close our eyes, our lives are in the grip of a sovereign God. To sleep is to say that we’re not
God and that the world can go on without us.
So as we make our plans for 2021, let’s remember that even in our failures, we serve the One who remembers our frame and knows
we are dust (Ps. 103:14). We make plans, but we hold them lightly. We entrust our future, not to Evernote or Google Calendar or a
reading list, but to the King who holds the world in his hands.
Author—Daniel Darling is the vice president of communications for the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention.

FBCPC COMMITTEE CORNER
Worship & Music
We are still worshipping in the sanctuary with social distancing, wearing of masks observed. Those who do not
feel comfortable worshipping in the sanctuary yet can park on church grounds and tune in 92.7 FM to listen on
their radios.

Adult choir practice tentatively scheduled to resume in January on Thursdays, 6 pm. We would love to have
more voices (new & old) to join us.
We held our annual Christmas Eve candlelight communion service (prepackaged elements) and social distancing in place.
Tentative schedule of pastors through January 31:
January 3—Rev. Glen Hallead
January 10—TBA (installation/ordination of new elders & communion)
January 17—Rev. Glen Hallead
January 24—TBA
January 31—Rev. Jake Lawrence

Transitional Pastor Search Committee
Please be in deep prayer on Monday night at 6pm (January 4th) as the Transitional Pastor Search Committee
has a ZOOM meeting with a potential candidate. We are seeking God’s richest blessings in the new year with
our search.

Christian Education
Mrs. Debbie continues with her weekly Sunday School lesson at 10am in her classroom upstairs.

There are a few Adult Quarterly’s left if you would like one please see Carol Bain. Mary Flowers has been our
teacher and she looks forward to the time when we can all meet again in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings.
Children’s Church will resume meeting again every Sunday during Worship service! The children will be led
by Mrs. Debbie Hanks, Ms. Mary Lasater, Mrs. Sara Praeger and Mrs. Karin Viox. These ladies will alternate
Sundays during each month. A BIG THANK YOU to these ladies that give of their time to minister to our
children and youth!!

FBCPC COMMITTEE CORNER
Property Report
The Property Committee did not meet during the month of December. We have several projects on hold, so
when the governor’s COVID restrictions are removed, we will need everyone’s help to get caught up. Some of
those projects include resealing the parking lot, installing a new water cooler, repairing the ice machine and
repairing the foundation leak where the sanctuary and fellowship hall meet outdoors.
Our old printer/copier was in need of major repairs and we decided that it would be more cost effective to
lease a new one. Steven Praeger did all of our negotiations and we are pleased with our new, updated machine.

We would like to thank Steven and Sara Praeger for cleaning the carpet in the sanctuary. It is the little things
that people do to make our worship experience so much nicer.

Stewardship & Finance Report
The Session approved the 2021 Annual Budget as presented by the finance committee in November.
We also approved benevolences for two families. We are thankful that we could help them during their time
of need.

Happy Birthday
Brandy Newtown—1/3

Happy Anniversary
Ronny & Vivian Holmes—1/2

Tony Brown—1/5
Betty Darroch—1/6
Will Butler—1/7
John Martin Magyar—1/7

Laurie Blanton—1/20
Carla Butts—1/21
Ashlynn Hendrick—1/22

Karen Moore—1/23

MEMORIALS
Hugh Bain
Betty Bain
Reggie & Carol Bain
Alvin & Charlotte McArtan
Phil Bain
Clara McDonald
Roger Bain
Clara McDonald
John Christian Kopf
Marie Wilson
John C. (Boe) McArtan
Evelyn Bordeaux
Nell B. McDonald
Alvin & Charlotte McArtan
James Semple, Sr.
Jimmy (Jr.) & Debbie Semple
Bill & Virginia Shaw
Shaw Construction Co.
Ottis B, Strickland
Reggie & Carol Bain
Alvin & Charlotte McArtan

J. Charles Wilson
Marie Wilson
HONORARIUMS
Margaret S. Thompson
Garry & Tracy McArtan

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS
Regrettably, some of our yearly Christmas activities had to be cancelled due the Covid-19 pandemic …………..no
luncheon at Mrs. Lacey's, no shopping trip to Southern Supreme, no Singing Christmas Tree in Fayetteville.

We were able to extend Christmas Wishes to our friends/neighbors who have been shut-in . We prepared
and delivered fruit baskets and poinsettias to them, reminding them that they are a special part of our church
family.
Also, this year we "adopted" three families who were identified through Anderson Creek School counselors. A
total of eleven children received clothes, toys, and games; and the families received gift cards for Food Lion. Thanks to everyone who helped make Christmas a little brighter for these children and their families.
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the Presbyterian Women decided to have a “non-standard, socially distanced”
BABY SHOWER for Brittany Bass & Jonathan Crawford. A walk-thru shower in the Fellowship Hall will
be held immediately following church service on January 17th . If anyone is unable to attend but wishes to
send a gift, you may bring it to the church or contact Mary Lasater (910) 578-1405, or Carol Bain (910) 9846393. She is registered at Target and Amazon; however, many items are available at Wal-Mart, Belk, and
other stores.

Bransyn Rhett Crawford is due to arrive
on
February 22, 2021!!

Luke 2:40
"And the child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom;

PRAYER REQUEST
Our Church Leaders and Our Church Family
Our Country (and Leaders) for many reason
Unspoken concerns
Kevin Brown— Stroke
Ashton Lee Weaver– Covid 19
Bert Pitchord—pressure ulcer on his foot.

Tony Brown—Pancreatic & Liver Cancer and is currently undergoing treatments
Brittany Bass—expecting a baby boy in February 2021 and having blood pressure issues.
Lisa Bass—healing from spinal cord stimulator implant.
Laurie Blanton—Breast Cancer

Sara and Steven Praeger– recovery and treatment
David Rhodes– David is deployed to the horn of Africa
All that are battling Cancer.
Everyone battling Covid -19, the caregivers, and the families of those who lost loved one to this disease.
Those who are struggling financially, physically and mentally due to the shutdowns and life in general.
The ones suffering from natural disasters, and those working to help others.
The needs are many and these are the ones that we’re aware of at this time. Please feel free to contact us by the church phone, email or Facebook
should you have a specific request.

From your
Session and Staff

at Flat Branch Covenant Presbyterian Church

We wish you:
A Happy New Year full of many blessings
and everlasting Happiness!!

