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The Unmasking
By: Rev. Dr. Stuart Bond

At our April Session meeting we said that we would relax mask expectations in
the Sanctuary beginning in May. Since that time, we have heard various experts say it is or is not safe to unmask. We are all in this space between masking and unmasking.
I am thinking now of what a long history this idea of masking and unmasking
has in the church. Jesus was constantly decrying the hypocrisy of his
day. “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel
over land and sea to win a single convert, and when you have succeeded, you
make them twice as much a child of hell as you are." (Matthew 23:15)
The word hypocrite comes from the Greek word hypokrites — “an actor” or “a
stage player.” It literally translates as “an interpreter from underneath” which
reflects that ancient Greek actors wore masks and the actor spoke from underneath that mask.
In fact, one of the professions the church tried to keep people from entering in
the earliest days was acting. They were concerned that, by being another person, the actor was inherently not being the person God created him or her to
be.
What does all this have to do with masking? Only this: whether or not we wear
masks physically, let's be sure to be ourselves with one another, to be as open
as we are able to be, to be honest in all our dealings. Let's endeavor to share
our hearts and lives with one another without any mask.

Acts 2: 46-47
46 Every

day they continued to meet together in the
temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and
ate together with glad and
sincere hearts, 47 praising
God and enjoying the favor
of all the people. And the
Lord added to their number daily those who were
being saved.

May’s Scripture & Sermons:
Dr. Bond has graciously laid out an outline of our future Worship Services. This
gives you an idea of the direction we are heading and how it pertains to us as a
“Church”. These are the messages through the end of May.
May 2: Acts 3: More than Silver or Gold
Themes: We often reverse this: Jesus I don’t have, but I do have silver and gold. The idea of
these guys having the guts to make this move.
May 9: Acts 4: 1-22: What God can do with Ordinary?
Themes: The Sanhedrin realized they were “unschooled and ordinary.” So are we in so many
ways. And yet, God...
May 16: Acts 4: 23-36: Lord, Make us Bold!
Theme: their prayer was never, “Make this stop!” but rather, “Give us boldness.” Where could
you use boldness in your life?
May 23: (Pentecost Sunday) : Acts 2: 1-41: The Power Source
Theme: this is Pentecost Sunday. How we can access this same power
May 30: Acts 5: 1-11: How to Ruin a Church
Theme: When sin enters, it corrupts. Also, Memorial Day remembrance.

Remembering those that gave
their lives in order that we may
be free!

Memorial Day
May 31st, 2021

FBCPC COMMITTEE CORNER
Worship & Music
We are still worshipping in the sanctuary with social distancing, wearing of masks or face shields optional (as
of 5-2-21), offering plates are in the narthex instead of being passed. Those who do not feel comfortable worshipping in the sanctuary yet can park on church grounds and tune in 92.7 FM to listen on their radios.
Rev. Dr. Stuart Bond began as Transitional Pastor with Flat Branch on April 1. The first service he presided
over was our Maundy Thursday service on April 1.

After missing Easter services last year due to Covid, we held an Easter Sunrise Service followed by a full
breakfast in the fellowship hall following the service. We also held the regular 11:00 a.m. service.
On May 9th, Mothers will have special recognition for Mother’s Day during the morning worship service. Fathers will be recognized on Father’s Day (June 20). High school and college graduates will be honored on a
Sunday in June, date to be determined.
Choir practice--TBA.
Next Worship & Music Committee meeting scheduled Thursday, May 6, 7:00 p.m.

Stewardship & Finance Report
The Finance committee held a light meeting, only discussing benevolences. We assisted a family, a local
soup kitchen and made a donation to a non-profit that went toward the purchase of a new, handicapped accessible bus.
We strive to be good stewards of your tithes while assisting others as God would have us do.

Session:
The Finance Committee Chairman gave us his quarterly report. We will be looking into various
fundraisers as a way to supplement our tithes. We are not the only church facing these hardships. We
are thankful for your faithfulness with your tithing. If you cannot be here in person, you may mail your
offerings to the church or use the DONATE link on our webpage to make a contribution through PayPal.
Pastor Stuart will be performing infant baptisms on Mother’s Day Sunday. We have several little ones
that have had to wait because of the pandemic. If you would like for your child to be included, please
contact Pastor Stuart. He would like to speak with each family prior to that Sunday.

Thank you to all committee members that keep things in motion

FBCPC COMMITTEE CORNER
Property:
Our ice machine has been repaired!! Lloyd is working on the HVAC issue in the secretary’s office. The
big screen TV has been moved from the upstairs Sunday school room to the fellowship hall where it will
be better utilized.
We are excited to hold our 1st in over a year M.E.G. (Meet, Eat and Greet) following worship on May 23rd at
the Picnic Pavilion. We will be asking for help getting the pavilion ready. Date and time will be announced
soon.

Christian Education/Youth Committee
The Christian Education Committee is currently working with Dr. Bond on reinstating Sunday school classes,
Vacation Bible school, Confirmation classes, Circle
groups, and Small Group Studies. Please be in prayer on how you could participate or help facilitate in these
areas. More information will be made available when possible.

Mrs. Debbie’s Sunday School class is looking for more friends to
join! 10am Sunday mornings: Lesson, activities, games, crafts,
music and lots of fun!
Unfortunately, at this time it has been decided to pause Children’s Church.
Please, be in prayer that we ’re able to start back soon, with structured curriculum
and activities that will lead our children to a closer, personal relationship with
Jesus!

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO ASSIST WITH CHILDREN’S CHURCH
*ONE SUNDAY A MONTH, 2 PERSON TEAM: Teacher and an Assistant.*
Contact Melanie Underhill or Mary Lasater if you would like to volunteer.

Special Service:
Chaplain Jake Lawrence called requesting the use of our sanctuary on April 29th for the funeral of 92-yearold Clementine Bartley. She was a regular at the Main Post Chapel at Fort Bragg until failing health prevented her from attending.
Due to restrictions entering Fort Bragg, he reached out asking for assistance. We love and support our military
and she was a veteran of the Women’s Army Corps (WAC). She was always working for God and loved cooking and gardening. We mourn with her family and are honored that we could assist them during their time of
loss.

Proverbs 31:25-28 (NIV)
25

She is clothed with strength and dignity;
she can laugh at the days to come.
26

She speaks with wisdom,

and faithful instruction is on her tongue.
27

She watches over the affairs of her household
and does not eat the bread of idleness.
28

Her children arise and call her blessed;
her husband also, and he praises her:

Happy Birthday
Georgette Dempster—5/1
Betty Wilder—5/1
Jacey Magyar—5/6
Justin Brown—5/7
Grace Viox—5/7
Eldridge Brown—5/8
Evelyn Bordeaux—5/10
Kenny McArtan—5/10
Sherry Adcock—5/11
Matthew Bain—5/16
Alice Powell—5/21
John Daskal—5/25
Scott Capan—5/27
Carolyn Shaw—5/27
Chris Holmes—5/28
Gabe Messer—5/28
Ruth Morris—5/29

Memorials
Phil Bain
Betty Bain
Roger Bain
Betty Bain
Kevin F. Brown
Reggie & Carol Bain
Leon & Jean Brown
Carolyn Shaw
Margie Fromer
Reggie & Carol Bain
Mike Graham
Reggie & Carol Bain
Michael Hamilton
Mary Lasater

Happy Anniversary
Gary & Jeanne Cook—5/21
Marc & Sherry Adcock—5/25
Reggie & Carol Bain—5/28
Belated April Anniversary
Stuart & Cindy Bond—4/23

John C. (Boe) McArtan
Karen Moore
Margaret S. Thompson
ARM Landscaping
Betty Bain
Reggie & Carol Bain
Evelyn Bordeaux
Leon & Jean Brown
Mary Lee Comstock
Holt & Diane Felmet
Peggy Hamilton
Peggy Hartung
Mary Lasater
Garry & Tracy McArtan
Carolyn Shaw
Charles & Monnie Smith
Lacy & Ann Taylor
Tony Y. Worrell
Reggie & Stella Akers

Presbyterian Women News
On April 8th, the Presbyterian Women recognized the service and dedication of the Flat Branch Fire Department and First Responders. We supplied them with a dinner of spaghetti, salad and desserts. We would like
to Thank the men and women of the Fire Department for their continued
support and protection they provide to our community!
Memorial Day will be celebrated on May 31st
to honor our Military members who gave the
last full measure to defend our Country. On
May 27th at 10:00 AM the PW will place US
flags on the graves of Veterans interred in our
cemetery.

PRAYER REQUEST
Our Transitional Pastor, Church Leaders and Church Family
Our Country (and Leaders) for many reason
Unspoken concerns
The Family of Margret Thompson
The Family of Kevin Brown
Brad Akers—Prostrate Cancer
Bransyn Crawford—digestive issues
Tony Brown—Pancreatic Cancer and is currently undergoing treatments
Laurie Blanton—Breast Cancer
Wayne Farrah—Kidney Cancer that has spread throughout his body.
Sara and Steven Praeger– recovery and treatment
Logan Hadding– at AIT in GA with US Army
Everyone battling Covid -19, the caregivers, and the families of those who lost loved one to this disease.
Those who are struggling financially, physically and mentally .
Those doing Mission work spreading the Gospel of Jesus.

The needs are many and these are the ones that we’re aware of at this time. Please feel free to contact us by the church phone, email or Facebook
should you have a specific request.

A few Special Moments of April

Congratulations to
SPC Logan Hadding
On his Graduation from
Army Basic Training!

Sunday, May 23rd
For

M.E.G.
(Meet, Eat & Greet)
Immediately following Worship Service.
Menu: Bar-B-Q Pork, Bar-B-Q Chicken, green beans,
boiled potatoes, slaw, bread, and of course desserts!
This is a time to gather and meet Dr. Bond and his lovely wife
Cindy. Also, we’ve not shared a meal as a church in over a year
now, so there’s a lot of catching up to do! If you’re not comfortable sitting under the picnic shelter please feel free to bring your
lawn chair and sit beneath the trees.

Please dress comfortably as we will be outside.
(in case of inclement weather we will dine in the Fellowship Hall)

