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Message from Rev. Dr. Bond:
Shadyside Presbyterian Church is in a leafy and well appointed section of Pittsburgh. It has a history of making a difference in the world. One of those
differences was when their pastor, Rev. Dr. Hugh Kerr, served as Moderator of
the General Assembly in 1930. The Great Depression had gripped the nation
and the world for a year by then. It would go on at least three more years. Kerr
wanted to point to something positive, something that drew us together rather
than continued to tear us apart. He hit upon the idea of a “World Communion
Sunday.”
In some ways, the very idea was ironic. So many churches defined themselves
as separate by the way they do communion. Some would not even allow other
Christians to partake in their communion service.
But even if there were divisions in the approach to communion or the understanding of communion, there was no church that did not have a communion
service. So it was agreed: the first Sunday of October would be a day when
Christians of every stripe and nation could be at the Lord’s Table together.
I love World Communion Sunday. It is a statement that, for all our differences,
we are one faith sharing in a remembrance of what Christ did for each of
us. May this communion lift you from life’s depressions and challenges, and
remind you that you stand with a community that is far, far larger than Flat
Branch, or our denomination, or our country. We are one with Christians from
around the globe. Today, we all take a moment to reflect upon Jesus and vow,
once again, to serve him.

John 6:35
35 Then

Jesus declared, “I am the
bread of life.
Whoever comes to
me will never go
hungry, and whoever believes in me
will never be
thirsty.

Rev. Dr. Bond’s Messages for October:
October 3:
Acts 11: 1-18
How to Bring Others Around
Peter has to return to Jerusalem to face the music. The stories have preceded him, however, and now he has “some
‘splainin’ to do.” How do we help people (and ourselves) deal with change?
October 10: Acts 11: 19-26
Homecoming
As the young church makes its outreach to Gentiles, Barnabas steps in to bring healing and to bring Paul back into
the picture after he had been sidelined.
October 17: Acts 11: 27-30 The Opposite Reaction
What do “the big boys” do when they know there will be a shortage? They prepare for it by buying it up now so they
can make a profit later. The church has an opposite reaction.
October 24: Acts 12: 1-18
Like Buttah!
Peter slips out of the prison by God’s almighty hand. We remember that the Lord is able to release us from all kinds
of prisons. Keep praying!

October 31:
Acts 12: 19b-23
Give Credit Where Credit is Due
How often do we fall into thinking it is all about us when it is always about Him as well?
Please note that we now have 3 ways that you may join us each Sunday. Either in the Sanctuary, in
the parking lot tuning to FM 92.7 or watch by Facebook Live. Service begins at 11:00 AM.

FBCPC COMMITTEE CORNER
Worship & Music :
Choir practice is on Thursday nights, 6:00 p.m. Old and new voices are welcome!
World Communion Sunday is on October 3.
Flat Branch’s 148th Homecoming will be on Sunday, October 10. Covered dish meal will be held after the
morning worship service in the fellowship hall.
Further information on Advent readings, Christmas music, and Christmas Eve communion will be forthcoming.
Next meeting for Worship & Music Committee is October 7 at 7:00 p.m. prior to Session meeting October 11.

Stewardship & Finance Report:
The Kids Feeding Kids collected $256.93 for the month of August. This was donated to the Harnett County
Buddy Backpacks program.
We are currently working on a format as to where we can designate our regular benevolences to foreign mission, local missions and local needs.

Property :
This month we have had our parking lot resealed and fresh mulch has been placed on the playground. Alvin
has also prepared the pad for our new van shelter by the Pavilion which will be delivered within a few weeks.
(photos of this work are on the last page) This will free up much needed space at the pavilion and will make it
unnecessary for us to move the heavy tables when we have an outdoor event.

Pastor Nominating Committee:
The Session held a 3 hour mini retreat after worship service on September 19th to discuss and look at a longrange plan for Flat Branch. We discussed our strengths and weaknesses as a church. We are currently developing our Pastor Nominating Committee. Please be in prayer for these volunteers as they seek the person that
God has already chosen to lead Flat Branch into our bright future.

FBCPC COMMITTEE CORNER
Christian Education/Youth:
The Adult Sunday School Class resumed on Sept 12th at 10:00 AM and is being taught by Mary Flowers. All
adults are welcome to join in if you haven’t already. Children and Youth Sunday School Class is in full swing
every Sunday morning at 10:00 AM with Ms. Debbie!

Sarah Circle began on Tuesday September 14th at 10:00 AM, we meet in the Fellowship Hall as we have done
previously. This is open to any age of ladies that would like to attend.
A Confirmation Class began on September 26th. It will be held each Sunday after Worship from 12 PM—
1:30 PM with a light lunch served. Parents of Middle and High School students please contact Dr. Bond or
Melanie Underhill if you’d like for your child to attend this special class preparing them to understand their
faith and growth into church membership.

Schedule for Confirmation Class:
September 26: Overview

November 7: This I Believe. Our own statements of faith.

October 3: Who is your Lord and Savior?

November 8 (Monday evening): Be examined by the Session.

October 10: Homecoming Sunday (NO CLASS)

November 14: Be received into membership at Worship.

October 17: Do you trust in Him?
October 24: Do you intend to obey His word and show His love?
October 31: Will you be a faithful member of this church?

Operation Christmas Child
is in full swing!
Melanie Underhill has simplified the buying process by creating an Adopt an Angel from the Cross in the Sanctuary. For example each Angel has a request for certain items, such as 10 packs of ink pens or pencils, or 10 composition books, along
with other personalized items. Almost all items can be found at the Dollar Tree. If
you are interested in obtaining an Angel and are not currently attending Worship
services in person, please contact Melanie or the Church and leave a message and
someone will contact you with your Adopted Angel information. We hope to make
this the best OCC collection we’ve ever had!

Presbyterian Women News and Upcoming Activities:
The Presbyterian Women normally have two fundraisers each year--the spring yard and bake sale and the
drawing for a quilt made by Stella Akers. These projects fund our activities (assisting needy families, providing
Christmas gifts to local children, etc.) during the year.
The yard and bake sale have been cancelled for the second year
due to Covid-19; however, we will sell tickets for the king size
quilt.

Tickets will be available until the day of the drawing which will be held at the Veterans Day luncheon on November 14th. Tickets are $5 each or 6 for
$25. You do not have to be present to win.

On Saturday, November 6th, at 10 am, the Presbyterian women,
the youth, and others who wish to assist, will place American flags
in the cemetery and along the walkways to honor our veterans.
The annual Christmas luncheon for the PW is scheduled for December 4th. Reservations have been made at Mrs. Lacy's Magnolia Tearoom; however, due to Covid-19, the group is limited to
20. To all Presbyterian women: Please let Mary Lasater know if you plan to attend the luncheon in December. If the number is above 20, we will try to locate another restaurant so that everyone can attend.

Sandhills Antique Farm Equipment Club
Fall Farm Show and Swap Meet
on October 15th & 16th from 8:00 AM until 6:00 PM.
Rain or Shine! Location will be at the Sandhills Farm Park, 200 Alexander Dr. Lillington. Admission free and there is no charge for Vendor/
Seller space.
Contact Alvin McArtan at 910-984-4317 with any questions.

Memorials

Happy Birthday

Kevin F. Brown
Evelyn Bordeaux

Logan Wilkins—10/2
Diane Felmet—10/3

Rev. Dr. Roland W. Byrd
Reggie & Carol Bain

Erik Rhodes—10/4
Audrey Smith—10/4
Paulia Black—10/8

Edward (Ed) M. Cooper, III
Reggie & Stella Akers

Alvin McArtan—10/10

Ansley Lee—10/11

H. C. (Johnny) Hogue
Alvin & Charlotte McArtan

Becky McArtan—10/20
Dawson Fux—10/22

Angus & Myrtle McArtan
Leon & Jean Brown

Hazel Clark—10/31

HAPPY, HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!
to our

OCTOBER

“Golden Girls”

Ms. Audrey Smith will be

Ms. Paulia Black will be

Ms. Hazel Clark will be

97 years Golden

92 years Golden

98 years Golden

on October 4th!!

on October 8th!!

on October 31st!!

Prayer Request
Our Transitional Pastor, Church Leaders and Church Family
Our Country (and Leaders) for many reason
Our Military Personnel & Emergency Services
Students and Staff attending School during difficult times.
Jill Lee—Covid 19
Everette Darden—Covid 19
Crystal Yow—Covid 19
Donnie Hamilton—effects from a light stroke
Peggy Hartung— recovery from knee surgery and Covid 19
Lisa Bass— recovery from back surgery
Dr. Meredith Riedel—stage 2 breast cancer
Tammy Wilson—Cancer
Ruth Ann Thomas—Cancer
Tony Brown—Pancreatic Cancer, treatment has stopped
Laurie Blanton—Breast Cancer
Sara and Steven Praeger– recovery and treatment
Unspoken concerns
Shut-in’s who are alone and lonely.
Those who are struggling financially, physically and mentally .

Those doing Mission work spreading the Gospel of Jesus.
The needs are many and these are the ones that we’re aware of at this time. Please feel free to contact us by the church phone, email ,
website or Facebook should you have a specific request.

Praise Reports:
Brad Akers is Cancer Free!!

148th HOMECOMING SUNDAY
October 10th, 2021
Please join us for our Annual Celebration!
Sunday School @ 10:00 am
Worship Service @ 11:00 am
Covered Dish Lunch served and Fellowship @ 12:00 pm.

September in Review…….

Saturday, October 23rd
12 Noon til 3:00 PM

SPREAD THE NEWS to your neighbors,
family and friends to come out for a fun
filled afternoon of food, games, hay rides and
great fellowship!

