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Message from Rev. Dr. Bond:
Dear Church Family,
Do you remember the beginning of the Pandemic? All of a sudden, we
were shut inside. The President was saying we should be back together
by Easter. Months passed. Easter, spring and summer came and
went. Finally, the vaccines arrived and we hoped to start anew. We did,
but then new variants arose and whole sections of the country refused the
vaccine. Now we are in yet another surge. We are tired of it all. But, as
the outgoing Director of the National Institute of Health said, “The virus
is not tired of us.”
How do we maintain watch for what is to come while living our life out
every day? It is not just a question for pandemic times. It is the question
of the Christian life. How can I simultaneously live in the moment while
looking to God’s future?
We’ll look at that through several eyes in 2022. We will see those three
wise men, we will dream with Dr. King, we will think on this through the
life experience of Dr. Bowler, and we will revisit our intrepid travelers
from Acts as they continue to try and break through to others who aren’t
sure there is any good news.

I look forward to you joining us as we move into a New Year, pandemic or
not!
In Christ,
Pastor Stuart

Upcoming Book Study
Kate Bowler is a Professor at Duke Divinity
School. She is a wife. She is a mother. And, at the
age of 35, she discovered that she had lifethreatening cancer. Her slim book takes us from her
diagnosis through her continuing faith journey.
What I like about this book is that Dr. Bowler does
not mince words. She will not accept a spirituality
that only sees the sunshine. She explores the hard
truths and sees the humor and aches for her little
boy and husband as she searches for how God is true
for her even in these circumstances.
On Wednesday nights beginning January 12, 7:00-8:00 p.m. we will meet
to discuss this book and share what the Lord is saying to us through her
story.

If you would like to join us, simply contact Pastor Stuart at
Dr.StuartBond@gmail.com. Also, you may know someone who would truly benefit from this study. Let them know about it. The book is available
in hardback, paperback and audio from Amazon.

Rev. Dr. Bond’s
Messages for January:
January 2: What’s New?
The New Year is here. But what is
really new about it? We look at
the many ways that we ourselves
are to live in a new way.
Text: 2 Corinthians 5: 14-21
January 9: Star Trek
We tell the story of the Three
Kings as if they are in the stable
with the Shepherds and Mary and
Joseph. But this is the traditional
Sunday to celebrate the Magi,
symbolizing the likelihood that
they came much later. We will
look at their journey and see
where it leads us.
Text: Matthew 2: 1-12
January 16: Do We Dare
Dream?
This is the only holiday that is
founded by a pastor. You could
say he gave his life for a Godsized, scripture shaped
dream. Fifty odd years later, what
would the Lord have us do with
this dream?
Text: TBD
January 23: Life’s Ups and
Downs
We pick up again on the amazing
journey of Paul and Barnabas as
they bring the Gospel to new regions with various results. But no
matter what the result, they show
resolve!
Text: Acts 14: 1-20
January 30: Laying the
Groundwork
What does it take to keep things
going in a ministry? It takes planning, but it also takes heart and
faith. As we see it operating in our
passage, may the Lord provide us
with those same elements in our
own church.
Text: Acts 14: 21-28

FBCPC COMMITTEE CORNER
Worship & Music :
Choir practice is on Thursday nights, 6:00 p.m. Old and new voices are welcome!
“Great Day” musical performance was preformed by the Adult Choir on Sunday, December 19th, during the
morning worship service with the Youth reenacting the Nativity Story. It was a beautiful performance as always!
Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion service was held at 6:00 pm on Friday, December 24th; prepackaged elements are still being used.
The next Worship & Music Committee meeting is scheduled for January 6th at 7:00 pm. Prior to Session
meeting on January 10th.

Stewardship & Finance Report:
November’s Kids Feeding Kids offering was sent to the Harnett Food Pantry to assist with their food program.
The monthly benevolence was sent to Samaritan’s Purse to aid tornado victims in Kentucky.
Linda Holder was a special guest at our December session meeting. Her organization, Woodmen Life, donated
the new American flag that now flies on our church grounds.

Property :
After many years of dependable service, our ice machine finally died. Our new one has arrived and will be
ready for service around the first of the year. After installation, it will need to run through a few sanitation cycles before use. Thank you for your patience.

Pastor Search Committee:
We are one step closer to beginning our journey toward finding a new pastor. Our church profile has been approved by session and MPT. Once the pastor search committee meets and selects a chairman, our profile can be
added to the ECO job board.
You can also assist the committee by passing on any leads that you may have. Did you know that it was a
chance encounter between Apple McArtan and Meredith Riedel that led to a blessing from God.
It is very important that you pray daily for our search and our search committee. Giving with a grateful heart
is also a large part of this journey.
Romans 15:13
13 May

the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit.

FBCPC COMMITTEE CORNER
Presbyterian Women News and Upcoming Activities:
The Presbyterian Women were busy during the month of December. On December 4th, 25 women gathered
for fellowship and lunch at Western Sizzlin' in Dunn. Door prizes were given to include gifts for the youngest
(Melanie Underhill) and oldest (Audrey Smith) in attendance. Special Christmas ornaments handcrafted by
Hazel Clark were given to all who attended, and Stella Akers won the crotched lap robe which was also made
by Hazel.
The Presbyterian Women assisted five children from two families with Christmas gifts to include clothes and
toys. Thanks to Melanie Underhill for coordinating with the school counselors to identify the families and for
shopping for the gifts.
Poinsettias, fruit baskets, and gifts were delivered to ten church members and community friends who are shutin or in nursing homes.
Thanks to all who worked to ensure a Merry Christmas for everyone.

We wish everyone and happy and healthy 2022!

Happy Anniversary

Happy Birthday

Ronny & Vivian Holmes—1/2

Brandy Newtown—1/3

40th Anniversary!

Betty Darroch—1/6
Will Butler—1/7
John Martin Magyar—1/7
Marie Coleman—1/12
Laurie Blanton—1/20
Ashlynn Hendrick—1/22
Karen Moore—1/23
Tammy Weihl—1/31
Proverbs 19:21

21 Many

are the plans in a person’s heart,
but it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails.

From Your Pastor, Session and Staff…

Memorials
Catherine M. Barnes
Evelyn Bordeaux
Tony A. Brown
Tony Wilder
John C. (Boe) McArtan
Evelyn Bordeaux
Malcom & Nellie Shaw
Sandra Burgess

Prayer Request
Our Transitional Pastor, Church Leaders and Church Family
Be in prayer for our future Pastor and for the Pastor Nominating Committee as we begin our search!
Our Country (and Leaders) for many reason
Our Military Personnel & Emergency Services
Those effected by recent storms and tornado’s
The Donald Byrd Family
Lisa Bass– additional back surgery on January 5th
Brittany Bass– severe anemia and upcoming Iron infusion
Paul & Georgette Dempster– illness
Charlotte McArtan– heart problems
Clara McDonald—end of life
Carmen Gobern—illness
Bill and Marion Thomas– illness
Peggy Hartung– recovery
Bert Pitchford– illness

Reggie Byrd—illness
Dr. Meredith Riedel—stage 2 breast cancer
Tammy Wilson—Cancer
Ruth Ann Thomas—Cancer
Steven Praeger– cancer treatment
Unspoken concerns
Shut-in’s who are alone and lonely.

Those who are struggling financially, physically and mentally .
Those doing Mission work spreading the Gospel of Jesus.
The needs are many and these are the ones that we’re aware of at this time. Please feel free to contact us by the church phone, email ,
website or Facebook should you have a specific request.

PRAISE REPORT:
Katie Hadding’s tumor is benign!
Psalm 28:7
7

The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and he helps me.
My heart leaps for joy, and with my song I praise him.

Memories made in December…...

